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IMPORTANT DECISIONS OF INTERPARLIAMENTARY UN- 
1ON IN VIENNA: GRANTING OF FREEDOM TO AUSTRIA 
1S URGED. On the invitation of Austria, the 43rd conference 
of the Interparliamentary Union (IPU) was held in Vienna from 
August 27 to September 2. 

The conference was one 

of the most heavily at- 

tended in years, with a 

total of 353 parliamentar- 
ians from 37 different coun 
tries participating. The 
American delegation was 
headed by the Chairman 
of the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee, Sena- 
tor Alexander Wiley. 

The meeting took 
place in the Austrian Par- 
liament building and dealt 
with several of the major 
international problems, in- 
cluding the question of 
amending the United Na- 
tions Charter, internation- 
al disarmament, conflicts 
between East and West 
and German reunification. 
Particular attention was 
paid to the question of 
Austrian state treaty con- 
clusion and the granting 
of freedom to Austria. 

The Interparliamenta- 
ry Union adopted a reso- 
lution calling on the Big 
Powers to restore Aus- 
tria’s independence, thereby finally fulfilling their solemn 
promise in this matter. The legislators of all the countries 
represented called emphatically for the long overdue libera- 
tion of Austria and gave assurances that they would enlist 
the support of their respective legislative bodies of Austria’s 
more than justified demands. (Cont'd on page 2) 


AUSTRIA — POWER HOUSE OF EUROPE 
SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT ON HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER 
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The Limberg-Dam at Kaprun (See Special Supplement page 6) 


2.7 MILLION AUSTRIANS TC VOTE THIS FALL. 


Elections 


to the provincial assemblies and to certain municipal coun- 
cils will be held in the Austrian provinces of Vienna, Lower 


Austria, Salzburg and Burgenland this fall. 
SORE 


A total of 2.7 
million Austrians, i. e. 
more than 58% of all those 
entitled to vote, will go 
to the polls. Although it 
is primarily local issues 


that are involved in the 
above - mentioned _ elec- 
tions, the manner in 
which such a large per- 
centage of the Austrian 


electorate casts its vote 
is considered by all po- 
litical parties as a kind 
of barometer of their cur- 
rent political strength 
and of the power balance 
among them. addition 
to several small splinter 
parties campaigning on a 
purely the 
support of the voters will 
be sought primarily 
the Austrian People’s 
party (Christian 
cratic), the Socialist 
party, the League of In- 
dependents (right wing) 
and the Communists. 


In 


local level, 


by 


Demo- 


STATE OPERA RE- 
OPENING NOVEMBER 
1955. The Federal Thea- 
ter Administration announced that the gala reopening ofthe re- 
built Vienna State Opera House will be celebrated during a 
Festival to be held from November 5-30, 1955. The program 
for this Festival, which is already being described abroad 
as an ‘‘Austrian musical coronation’’, will include the fol- 


¥ a> 


lowing works: Beethoven’s ‘‘Fidelio’’, Mozart’s ‘‘Don 
Giovanni’’, Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Die Frau ohne Schatten’’, and 
‘“‘Der Rosenkavalier’’, Verdi’s ‘‘Aida’’, Wagner’s ‘‘Die 


Meistersinger von Nunernberg’’, Alban Berg’s ‘‘Wozzek’’ and 
a ballet premiere as the eighth opening feature. 
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‘The extraordinary interest being shown by the entire 
vorld in this unique musical event is reflected in the steady 
flow of requests for information concerning programs and 


ticket reservations already 
uals, cultural 


coming in from private individ- 


institutions, ticket agencies and travel bu- 


reaus. The Federal Theater Administration is prepared, 
effective immediately, and before tickets go on sale publicly, 
to accept written applications for ticket information and 
order blanks 


Interparliamentary Union (Continued from page 1) 


Appeal to Big Powers Unanimously Adopted 


The great international conference evoked widespread in- 
terest throughout Austria and the attending representatives 
were given a cordial welcome by both the Austrian people 
and their government. Present at the opening session were 
Austrian President Theodor Koerner, President Felix Hurdes 
of the Austrian Parliament, Chancellor Julius Raab, Vice- 
Chancellor Adolf Schaerf, members of the Austrian Govern- 
ment and the diplomatic corps as well as numerous Austrian 
and foreign newspapermen. 

The meeting was opened by the President of the Union, 
Lord Stansgate, who presented the Austrian hosts to the ap- 
plauding delegates. In his message of greeting to the Con- 
gress, which had accepted the invitation to come to Vienna 
at the time of its previous meeting, in Washington, D. C., 
President Koerner declared that the Austrian people inter- 
preted this acceptance of the invitation as international re- 
cognition of the fact that reborn Austria had resumed her tra- 
ditional place in the circle of nations, without having to wait 
for a formal grant of the liberty of which she had been depriv- 
Dr. Koerner recalled that the statutes of the IPU 
had been drafted in Vienna 32 years ago and that this was 
the third time that the organization was meeting in the Aus- 
trian capital (the two earlier occasions having been in 1906 
and 1922) 

rhe President was followed by Dr. Hurdes, President of 
the Austrian Parliament, who greeted the Congress and de- 
clared that the body over which he presides will lend its sup- 
port to all efforts in the direction of international understand- 
ing. He recalled that a proposal for the union of all the 
world’s parliamentary bodies had been made in the Austrian 
Parliament back in 1876 and that this idea, originating in 
Vienna, was then successfully realized. 


ed by force 


Chancellor Raab Calls on Union to Support 
Austrian Struggle for Freedom 


A dramatic point in the opening session was the address; 


of Austrian Chancellor Julius Raab, who declared, in part: 
‘‘Ladies and Gentlemen, as the highest representatives of the 
political will of your nations, you will doubtless understand 
the of the Austrian Government cannot let this 
unique and most welcome opportunity of speaking to you pass 
by without acquainting you with the desires and anxieties of 
his nation. Austria’s unique position, from the point of view 
of international law, compels me to lodge a complaint before 
this world forum over the treatment of my country since the 
end of the war. In April 1955 it will be ten years since Aus- 


why head 


tria reemerged after the collapse of National Socialist domi- 
nation. However, after ten years, Austria is still occupied 
by the four big Allied powers... It is a novelty in interne- 
tional law for a country which did not declare war on any na- 
tion, which was itself the victim of aggression and whose 
liberation was solemnly promised, to be kept under Occupa 
tion for a decade merely because the contractual partners 
who are to decide her fate cannot agree among themselves.”’ 
The Chancellor pointed out that in March 1938 (when Austria 
was occupied by Hitler - Ed.) no action was taken by the 
great powers except for a few protests and that the right of a 
small nation to freedom and independence was brutally tramp- 
led under foot and destroyed. After recalling that this injust- 
ice was followed by a still greater one, namely the Second 
World War, with the destruction of millions of human lives 
and incalculable losses in property and wealth, the Chancel- 
lor stated that Austria had no time at the end of the war for 
despair or complaints and had proceeded to draw in her belt, 
sharing her meager starvation rations with the 700,000 refu- 
gees living within her borders. 

“If you should be walking about Vienna today or in the 
streets of other Austrian cities and villages,’’ Raab declared, 
‘‘you will not see many more traces of the war. Nearly every- 
thing has been rebuilt and there has been much new construc- 
tion. We have established order in our economy, have stabil- 
ized our currency and rationalized our production.’’ . 

The Chancellor went on to declare that Austria had ful- 
filled all Allied demands loyally and punctually and that she 
had submitted to the occupation with discipline and calm ever 
though it is strange, to say the least, that this country should 
still be controlled and ruled by four big powers like a minor 
ward. He stated that, as head of the Austrian Government, he 
was therefore addressing a plea to the participants in the 
IPU Congress to support Austria’s demand for freedom and 
independence in their respective legislative bodies. ‘‘For,’’ 
declared Chancellor Raab in conclusion, ‘‘I have complete 
confidence in the correctness of my view that freedom and in- 
dependence for Austria would represent the prerequisite for 
realizing the wishful dream of humanity, the dream which al! 
men of good will are striving to fulfill — the attainment of 
world peace, peace for all men on earth.’’ 


Parliamentary Deputy Stuergkh Elected 
President of the Congress 


The first piece of business after the opening of the work- 


oe 





- 


. . . . . t 
ing session was the election by acclamation of Austrian Par- 


liamentary Deputy Barthold Stuergkh as President and Par- 
liamentary Deputy Koref as Vice-President of the Congress 
President Stuergkh expressed gratitude for the high honor paid 
to himself and to his country through this election and ex- 
pressed the hope that the Congress would make an important 
contribution to the cause of international understanding. 
Lord Stansgate then declared in his speech that there 
was hardly another place in the world at the present time 
which was more suited for this congress than Vienna. Stat- 
ing that he was thinking in this connection not only of the 
historical splendor and fame of this venerable city, not only 
of the history of the Austrian Parliament, not only of Austria’s 
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incient culture — all of which are doubtless of very great im- 
portance — he declared that a matter of even greater import- 
ance was the necessary victory of spirit over matter. Saying 
that Vienna was in fact a symbol of the triumph of the spirit 
and of the fact that after the destruction, demolition and re- 
juction of entire nations to ruins, it is always necessary to 
rebuild, Lord Stansgate maintained that Austria has offered 
proof of this triumph of the spirit over destruction. 





With this issue AUSTRIAN INFORMATION appears for 
the first time without the AUSTRIAN TRADE BULLETIN, 
which is going to be published separately by the Austrian 
Trade Delegate in New York and not any more as a supple- 
ment to AUSTRIAN INFORMATION. This shall better serve 
the purposes of our subscribers interested in trade with 
Austria. 

Therefore, our commercial subscribers are receiving 
AUSTRIAN INFORMATION today for the last time. 

However, AUSTRIAN INFORMATION is going on carry- 
ing economic and financial news about Austria besides po- 
litical and cultural information. 

Firms and corporations interested in continuing to 
receive this bulletin should let us know. We will be glad to 
keep their names on our mailing list. 

Should subscribers wish to receive the AUSTRIAN 
TRADE BULLETIN, the Austrian Trade Delegate 31 East 
69th Street, New York 21,N.Y. will be glad to mail it to them 


regularly. 





DEPUTY U.S. HIGH COMMISSIONER LEAVES VIENNA. Mr. 
‘harles W. Yost, Deputy United States High Commissioner 
in Austria, has been appointed American ambassador in Laos. 
In a farewell message, Mr. Yost expressed his admiration for 
Austria’s courage and determination in defending her free 
institutions and for her skill which she has shown in achiev- 
ing continuous economic progress despite the discouraging 
obstacles in her path. Mr. Yost said that Austrian reconstruc- 
tion had been truly notable. 


CONTRIBUTIONS FOR FLOOD VICTIMS REACH 23.4 MIL- 
LION MARK. Up to the present time, the contributions which 
have been sent in to the Austrian Government’s Flood Ac- 
count amount to 23.4 million schillings. These donations will 
help to alleviate the suffering of thefamilies in Austria which 
were left homeless as a result of the flood disaster and to 
repair at least some of the damage caused to houses, apart- 
ments and farms. 


1,756 PRIVATELY OWNED APARTMENTS TO BE BUILT 
IN AUSTRIA. Building loans were recently made available 
in Austria for the construction of 42 more privately owned 
housing developments in Vienna, Lower Austria, Upper Aus- 
tria, Tyrol and Styria. The units in question will include a 
total of 1,756 privately owned apartments and business prem- 
ises. The idea of the privately owned apartment originated 
1S a measure for combatting the housing shortage. Under this 
arrangement, the future tenants make possible the granting of 
a building loan by making a down payment. This loan is then 
repaid in the form of monthly instalments, equivalent to the 


rent payments, in which process the apartment becomes the 
property of the tenant. 


AUSTRIA AND THE E.P.U. The new agreement providing 
for the prolongation of the European Payments Union (F}PU) 
and the attendant settlement of that outstanding 
credits, has resulted in the following arrangement for Aus- 
tria. Of her accumulated surplus of $131.6 million on July 1, 
1954, Austria is to receive $58.8 million in gold, while the 
balance of $72.8 million is to be carried over as a credit 
with the E.P.U. Since the initial quota for all member coun- 
tries has now been raised by 20%, Austria’s quota 
amounts to $84 million. Austria has also concluded bilateral 
agreements with Great Britain, France, Italy and Denmark for 
the purpose of consolidating her outstanding with 
these countries. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


AUSTRIAN NATIONAL LIBRARY REOPENS MUSIC DE- 
PARTMENT. The Music Department of the Austrian National 
Library, which had been destroyed almost completely by 
bombs during the war, has now been restored and is to be 
reopened in mid-September. Fortunately, the Department’s 
20,000 books and 60,000 printed scores remained untouched. 
The most valuable printed works are those dating from the 
16th century. Other precious scores include original manu- 
scripts of Anton Bruckner, Johann Sebastian Bach, Ludwig 
van Beethoven, Johannes Brahms and Claudio Monteverdi. 
The Music Department also possesses the original score of 
Richard Strauss’ opera ‘‘Der Rosenkavalier.’’ 
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ALPBACH UNIVERSITY WEEKS CELEBRATE TENTH 
ANNIVERSARY. In honor of its tenth anniversary, the Alp- 
bach University Weeks Program, also known as the ‘‘Euro- 
pean Forum,’’ opened its activities this year with a solen n 
cereniony attended by numerous eminent personalities, in- 
cluding Austrian Minister of Education Kolb. Also participat 
ing in the opening ceremony were Foreign Minister Leopold 
Figl; Governor Krainer of Styria; Mayor Greiter of Innsbruck; 
Professor Jungmann, the Rector of the University of Inns- 
bruck; Austrian Nobel Prize Winner Erwin Schroedinger and 
Dr. Otto Molden, President of the Alpbach University Weeks 
Program. This ceremony was also the occasion for the open 
ing to the public of the program’s new assembly hall, named 
after the Austrian poetess Paula von Preradovic. The princi- 
pal address was delivered by Franz Theodor Csokor, presi 
dent of the Austrian section of the PEN Club, 
tribute to the contributions of the late poetess to the cause 
of understanding among nations. Ministers Figl Kolb 
then spoke on the significance of the Alpbach program as a 
center of young European thought, pointing out that every 
year students from many European and overseas countries 
assemble in Alpbach under the guidance of outstanding 
professors to discuss and exchange new ideas on the cul- 
tural, economic and political unification of the free world. 

Minister Fig] urged in his address that European youth 
always keep in mind that politics should nowhere and at no 
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time be pursued as an end in itself. Among other things, Dr. 
Figl stated that political goals must be concerned with hu- 
man values, making no exceptions and according the same 
worth to each, that humaneness must be the criterion for all 
political activity and that efforts to limit or deprive other 
nations of their livelihood and freedom was an expression 
of power politics. Minister Fig] called on European youth to 
take the courageous course of abandoning power, material- 
ism, opportunism and temporary success and of assuming 
the great challenge of implanting true democracy. 

The Alpbach Forum was Started ten years ago, right 
after the end of the war, with 70 participants. This year, the 
number of registrations has already reached 800 and today 
this Austrian institution has an unchallenged reputation in 
all European countries and particularly in the United States 
as a mediator in the international exchange of ideas. 


1954 ECONOMIC SCIENCE MEETING OPENED AT ISCHL. 
In the presence of numerous honorary guests from Austria and 
abroad, Governor Heinrich Gleissner of Upper Austria, open- 
ed this year’s ‘‘Economic Science Meeting’’ at Bad Ischl. 
The theme of the present meeting was ‘‘Austria and the Pro- 
cess of Industrialization in the World Economy.’’ The Bad 
Ischl Economic Science Meeting is a permanent institution 
for the exchange of ideas between European economists and 
for the training of future economists. 


PAUL BADURA-SKODA PLANNING CONCERT TOUR. The 
Viennese pianist Paul Badura Skoda, who was the soloist at 
a concert in London’s Albert Hall conducted by Joseph Krips, 
is planning to tour Great Britain, Germany, Spain and Portu- 
gal this fall. He will give concerts in the United States from 
January to March 1955 


THREE WORLD PREMIERES SCHEDULED BY VIENNA'S 
BURGTHEATER. The Burgtheater in Vienna is planning 
three world premieres in addition to its new productions of 
The three 
‘‘Galilei’’ by Frank Zwillinger, 
‘‘Die hungrigen Goetter’’ (The Hungry Gods) by Hans Schu- 
bert and a comedy by Carl Zuckmayer. The Akademie Thea- 
including the world premiere of Franz Puehringer’s 
‘*Antonio Meulener’’ on its repertory. 

HUGO WOLF EXHIBITION AT GRAZ. A Hugo Wolf exhibi- 
tion is being held this year at Eggenberg Castle near Graz 
in connection with that city’s summer festival. Numerous 
manuscripts, including the original score of the opera ‘‘Der 
Corregidor’’, together with those of a number of unpublished 
compositions have been lent to the exhibition from various 
public and private collections. 


THREE NEW VOLUMES OF AUSTRIAN LYRIC POETRY 
PUBLISHED. ‘The Otto Mueller-Verlag in Salzburg has re- 
cently published two new volumes of lyric poetry, ‘‘Herz in 
der Kelter’’ (Heart in the Wine-press) by the Lower Austrian 
Wilhelm Szabo and ‘‘Die Fenerlilie’’ (The Orange-Lily) by 
the Salzburg writer Maria Zittrauer. The same publishing 
firm has also issued the second volume of the complete edi- 
tion of the poems of Josef Weinheber, edited by Josef Nadler 
and Hedwig Weinheber. 


classical and modern works of world literature. 


premieres in question are 


ter is 


AUSTRIAN WINS RECOGNITION AT VENICE BIENNALE. 
The Austrian painter Wolfgang Hutter was awarded the 
UNESCO prize at the 27th Art Biennale for his painting 
entitled ‘‘Lovers.’’ The work was purchased by UNESCO 
and 2,500 reproductions of it are to be distributed through- 
out the world. 


SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON CATHOLIC 
SACRED MUSIC TO BE HELD IN VIENNA, OCTOBER 4-10. 
The following is the lecture program for the Congress for 
Catholic Sacred Music, to be held in Vienna from October 
4—10, 1954: 
Music of the Eastern Church: 
Chairman: Dr. Erhard Drinkwelder, Schwaz, Tyrol 
Main Speaker: Prof. Dr. Egon Wellesz, Oxford 
Co-Speaker: Prof. Dr. Erich Werner, New York 
Gregorian Chant: 
Chairman: P. Urbanus Bomm, O.S.B. (Order of St. Be- 
nedict), Maria Laach, Germany 
Main Speaker: Prof. Dr.h.c. A. Le Guennant, Paris 
Co-Speaker: Dom Eugene Cardine, O.S.B. Rome 
Musical Science: 
a) Polyphonic Vocal Music: 
Chairman: Prof. Albert Smijers, Utrecht, Holland 
Speaker: Prof. Dr. Rudolf von Ficker, Munich, Germany 
6b) Instrumental Sacred Music 
Chairman: Prof. Dr. Karl G. Fellerer, Koeln, Germany 
Speaker: Prof. Dr. Erich Schenk, Vienna 
Liturgy and Folk Songs: 
Chairman: Prelate Gebhard Koberger, Klosterneuburg, 
Austria 
Rector Prof. Dr. Josef Jungmann, S. J. Inns- 
bruck, Austria 


Speaker: 


Organ: 

Chairman: Mser. Anton Wesely, Vienna 

Main Speaker: 

Co-Speaker: 
Modern Sacred Music: 

Chairman: Prof. Dr. Ernst Tittel, Vienna 

Speaker: Prof. Dr. Heinrich Lemacher, Koeln, Germany 
Sacred Music as a Profession: 

Chairman: Prof. Dr. Andreas Weissenbaeck, Vienna 

Speaker: Dr.h.c. J. B. Hilber, Luzem, Switzerland 
Sacred Music Education: 

Chairman: Dr. Ferdinand Haberl, Regensburg, Germany 

a) In Elementary Schools: 
Speaker: Prof. Jos. Lennards, Roermond, Holland 
b) In Highschools, Colleges and Seminaries: 

Speaker: Prof. Dr. Johannes Overath, Koeln, Germany 
Organization of Sacred Music: 

Chairman: Chief National Librarian Dr. Hans Jancik, 

Vienna 

Speaker: Dr. Adam Gottron, Mainz, Germany 
ST. STEPHEN'S CATHEDRAL ACQUIRES NEW ORGAN. 
The main organ of Vienna’s St. Stephen’s cathedral, which 
was destroyed by fire in 1945, is now to be replaced by a 
large modern instrument. Funds for constructing the organ 


Dr. Hans Klotz, Flensburg, Germany 


were obtained through donations made in Belgium, Denmark, 
England, France,Germany,Luxembourg,Sweden.Switzerland. 





Sybrad Zachariassen, Aabenraa, Denmart 
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NEW GUIDE TO AUSTRIAN LITERATURE. The Oester- 
reichische Verlagsanstalt in Innsbruck, Tyrol, recently pub- 
lished a ‘‘Guide Through Modern Austrian Literature,’’ writ- 
ten by Heinz Kindermann. The work is a survey of Austrian 
literature during the first half of the 20th century and in- 
‘ludes a list of the works and important personal data of 
some 600 Austrian authors. 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF CHRISTIAN ART IN 
VIENNA, From October 16 to November 14, an international 
exhibition of Christian art is to be held in Vienna’s Sezes- 
sion gallery. The display will include paintings and sculp- 
tures from Germany, Spain, Switzerland and France in addi- 
tion to the works of Austrian artists. 


NEW TITTEL COMPOSITION HAS WORLD PREMIERE. 
‘Der Vogelweider,’’ a new work by the Austrian composer 

Ernst Tittel, had its world premiere at Klagenfurt last June 
n the occasion of the festival of the Singers’ Union in that 
ity. The composition is based on a selection of poems by 
ilther von der Vogelweide, ranging from his early minne- 
ngs to the subtle and detached lyrics of his later years. 

(he work is scored for mixed chorus, soprano, tenor, cem- 
lo, 2 flutes, one violin and one viola. 


NEW OPERA BY GERHARD WIMBERGER. ‘‘Schaubuden- 
geschichte’’ (Side-Show Story), a new opera by the Austrian 
omposer Gerhard Wimberger, is to be given its first produc- 
tion at the Nuremberg Municipal Theater during the coming 
eason. Wimberger is a member of the teaching staff at the 
Salzburg ‘‘Mozarteum’’ and his ‘‘Kantate vom Sport’’ (Sports 
Cantata) was performed in Vienna recently. 


NEW CSOKOR PLAY TO BE PERFORMED.  ‘‘Caesars 
itwe’’ (Caesar’s Widow), the latest play by Franz Theodor 
‘sokor, the well-known poet and president of the Austrian 

PEN Club, will have its first performance at the Vienna 
Burgtheater during the coming season. Subsequently, it will 
lso be produced in Linz, Upper Austria. 


FIRST PERFORMANCE OF ZUSANEK PLAY. ‘‘Jean von 
ier Tonne,’’ a new work by the Austrian playwright Harald 
‘usanek, is to have its first performance at the municipal 
theater of Nuremberg this coming season. Zusanek estab- 
lished his reputation with ‘‘Die Strasse nach Carvacere’’ 
“The Road to Carvacere’’), a play based on the Po Valley 
floods of 1952 which has enjoyed many performances. 


EXPERIMENTAL THEATER AT SALZBURG. The drama 
workshop of the Salzburg ‘‘Mozarteum’’ is planning to open a 
theater next year in Salzburg’s St. Peter Studio, where it will 
perform experimental plays twice a week. 


The first celebration of 
‘‘Austrian Castle Day,’’ arranged by the Austrian Union of 
Historical Societiés, took place at the end of June, when a 
congress was held to coordinate efforts in the direction of 
preserving and exploring Austria’s numerous castles. 


EXHIBITIONS AT SALZBURG. The Welz Gallery in Salz- 
burg is presently featuring a comprehensive display of the 
graphic art of Austrian painter Oskar Kokoschka from his 
earliest work to some of his latest creations. Also on exhibit 


are twelve sculptures in bronze by Giacomo Manzu, Italy’s 
leading religious sculptor. 


WORLD DISTRIBUTION OF AUSTRIAN FILMS. The Sascha- 
Film Company has bought the distribution rights for the 
following four Austrian films, scheduled for completion dur- 
ing the 1954-55 season: 

‘‘New Ways to Youth and Beauty’’ (Schoenbrunn Film, 
Vienna, and Rex Film, Berlin; Director, August Rieder), a 
full-length documentary on the changes throughout the cen- 
turies in the ideals of human beauty and in beauty care. 

‘‘Love Swindler’’ (Hochstaplerin der Liebe) (Helios 
Film, Vienna, Director, H.H. Koenig; feature players: Hilde 
Krahl, Viktor Stahl and Hans Nielson), dealing with the 
career of an adventuress in international society circles. 

‘‘Here is Happiness’’ (Hier ist das Glueck) (Agfa-Color 
Rondo Film; Director, Alfons Stummer), featuring Austria’s 
beautiful mountain forest scenery. 

A documentary on the African expedition of Austrian 
explorer Frnst Zwilling (Agfa-Color; released by Wien Film; 
Director, Albert Quendler), featuring scenes of Tibesti and 
the Lake Chad district. 

Preparations are being made for a movie version of the 
dog story ‘‘Krambambuli’’ by the famous Austrian authoress 
Maria Ebner-Eschenbach. The picture, which will be pro- 
duced by the Neue Wiener Lux Film company under the 
direction of Gustav Froelich, will also be released through 
Sascha-Film. 


AUSTRIAN OPERA FILMS AT VENICE BIENNALE. Three 
condensed film versions of Mozart’s ‘‘Die Entfuehrung aus 
dem Serail’’ (The Abduction from the Seraglio), ‘‘Don Gio- 
vanni’’ and ‘‘Figaros Hochzeit’’ (The Marriage of Figaro), 
produced in Agfa-Color by Mundus-Film in Vienna and featur- 
ing singers of the Vienna State Opera under the direction of 
Rudolf Moralt, are tohave their first showing at the next Film 
Biennale in Venice. These films, whfch will also be suit- 
able for television, represent an attempt to document the 
high level of the performances of the Vienna State Opera. 


DOCUMENTARY FILM ON ‘‘TOUR OF THE ALPS."’ A short 
film on this year’s two-day ‘‘Tour of the Alps?’ made by ca- 
meraman Helmuth Wiesler was distributed to Austrian mo- 
tion-picture theaters at the end of June. The event in ques- 
tion, arranged by the Austrian Tourist Club, represents a 
severe test for automobiles and motorcycles over a 1,600-km. 
(1,00 mile) course. 


DOCUMENTARY FILM ON RECONSTRUCTION OF VIEN- 
NA OPERA. Erich Riegler, the well-known producer of do- 
cumentary films, has started work on a new picture entitled 
‘‘Reconstruction of the Vienna State Opera.’’ The new film, 
which will be partly in color, will show the progress made 
in restoring the building as well as the festive reopening. 


FILM ON AUSTRIAN POWER PRODUCTION AVAILABLE. 
A documentary film on the present status and development of 
Austria’s power production facilities and on the export of 
electric energy is available at the Austrian Information Ser- 
vice. The 16mm. black and white film, which is spoken in 
the German language, is available free of charge. 
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In recent years Austria has given ample proof that even a 
small country can make a contribution to the 
community of nations, to the intensification of international 
economic relationships and, in particular, to closer coopera- 
tion between the nations of Europe. Although she is still 
occupied by four powers, Austria has not only erected an 
exemplary democratic state but has also stabilized her econ- 
ony, made her currency one of the strongest on the Conti- 
increased her exports to the point where she has be- 
creditor in the European Payments Union (EPU), 
liberalized her imports 75% and taken an active part in 
nearly every all-European program. 

Austria’s present occupation status has prevented her 
from becoming an active partner in the European Coal-Steel 
Community, although is represented by an observer 
accredited to the High Authority of this pool. At about the 
same time that this Coal-Steel Community, with its centers 
in Western Germany and France, 
idea 


substantial 


nent, 


come a 


she 


began to operate, a new 
- whose effects will certainly not be less significant 
than those of the coal-steel pool - was developed with re- 
spect to the all-European exploitation of Austria’s national 
power resources. At the invitation of Austria, representatives 
of French, German, Italian and Austrian electricity com- 
panies met in Innsbruck on December 1, 1952, to discuss a 
plan for opening up the vast and as yet untapped water-power 
resources of Western Austria, with a view to making them 
available to the economies of the countries represented and 
thereby raising the living standards of their respective popu- 
lations. Although the countries of Europe have always ex- 
ported electric power to each other, the Austrian project 
represents the creation, for the first time in history, of a 
truly international electricity pool within the framework of 
which one country, namely Austria, would make her power 
resources available to three other countries provided these 
were prepared to participate financially in the development 
of Austria’s water power. The project has subsequently be- 
come known internationally under the name of ‘‘Interalpen’’ 
and by today it has developed to the point of early realiza- 
tion. AUSTRIAN INFORMATION will subsequently present a 
detailed account of the Interalpen Plan and its method of 
operation. 

It is this project, however, which has directed the atten- 
tion of the world to Austria as the power center of Europe. 
It comes, so to speak, at the end of the first great stage in 
the development of Austria’s power resources. Austria’s 
accomplishments through her own efforts with the generous 
ERP aid of the United States in developing her power re- 
sources can be summarized in a few figures: In 1937, Aus- 
trian power production was 2.89 billion KWH; in 1946, i.e. 
one year after the end of the war, this figure rose to 3.8 
billion KWH. Since that time, huge power projects have 


been initiated in all parts of the Austrian Alps and on Aus- 
trian rivers and by 1953 Austrian power production had ai- 
ready reached 8.5 billion KWH. When the power plants pre- 
sently under construction are completed in 1958, this figure 
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will rise to 10 billion KWH. The significance of these de- 
velopments not only for Austria but for all of Furope is 
demonstrated by power export figures for the past two year: 
alone. In 1952, Austria’s power exports amounted to 987 
million KWH; by 1953 they had reached 1,215 million. When 
the planned international power projects are completed, the 
export figure will be many times higher. Even after the 
above-mentioned projects are completed, Austria will stil! 
have approximately 30 billion KWH of unused water-power 
resources at her disposal. These resources are likewise 
expected to be made available to the European economy 
during coming decades. 

Thus, Austria has assumed an important new role in the 

family of European nations, that of being the powerhouse of 
Europe and, through the medium of joint power exploitation 
of furthering the cause of European understanding, ofstrength- 
ening the economic ties between European countries and, 
generally, of raising living standards. This issue’s Special! 
Supplement is devoted to this Austrian program and is de- 
Signed to acquaint the American reader with Austrian ac- 
complishments in the field of electric power. AUSTRIAN 
INFORMATION, which has been reporting regularly on Aus- 
trian power projects, is planning to intensify its coverage of 
this field in the future. 
“INTERALPEN” PROJECT TO SUPPLY FOUR COUN. 
TRIES WITH 4,660 MILLION KWH IN ELECTRIC ENERGY. 
As already indicated, the ‘‘Interalpen’’ project originated at 
a conference in Innsbruck in 1952 when representatives of 
the Electricite de France, the Deutsche, Verbundgesellschaft 
(Rheinisch - Westfaelische Elektrizitaetsunternehmungen, 
Energieversorgungsunternehmen Schwaben and the Bayern- 
werke A.G.), the Societa Energia Flettrica (Italy) and the 
Oesterreichische Verbundsgesellschaft reached an agree- 
ment on finding ways and means of exploiting the still un- 
tapped water-power resources of Western Austria (Tyrol and 
Vorarlberg) as an international undertaking. The organiza- 
tions participating established a ‘‘Studiengesellschaft fuer 
Alpenwasserkraefte in Oesterreich’’ (Study Society for 
Alpine Water Power in Austria), which is now called ‘‘Inter- 
alpen’’ for short. This body subsequently held numerous 
meetings and the result has been a decision to develop a 
number of water-power sources in Eastern Tyrol, in the 
Oetztal (Western Tyrol) and the Bregenzer Ache. 

The interested parties decided that .each:of the four 
groups represented would participate to the extent of ap- 
proximately 25% in the share capital. Upon completion of the 
planned power plants, Austria would receive three-ninths of 
the power produced, while the other countries participating 
would each receive two-ninths. However, the manner in 
which the power is actually supplied will depend in every 
instance on the requirements of the participating countries, 
so that countries whose needs happen to be small may sel! 
their share to countries whose requirements are greater. 

Under the ‘‘Interalpen’’, the power production (in millions 
of KWH) of the component power-plant groups would be: 
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Winter Summer Total 

F'astern Tyrol 824 381 1,205 
Western Tyrol 1,338 852 2,190 
Bregenzer Ache 856 409 1,265 
Total 3,018 1,642 4,660 


The power plants are scheduled to be completed in sever- 
11 stages. Thus, in the first three years, work would be 
finished on the Dorfertal-Huben Works, the lower stage at 
Oetztal and the Bregenz Works, whose annual output (in 


, millions of KWH) would be as follows: 
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Winter Summer Total 

Dorfertal-Huben 220 26 246 
Oetztal, Lower Stage 133 654 787 
Bregenz 172 200 372 
Total 525 880 1,405 

The development of the three sublevels in question 


would cost Austria approximately 3 billion schillings. Since 
the share capital to be contributed by the four countries 
vould not cover this amount, ‘‘Interalpen’’ plans to raise 
the necessary capital through loans and credit arrangements, 
wherever possible with a collateral guarantee from the 
World Bank. Recently ‘‘Interalpen’’ established contact with 
representatives of the World Bank in Zuerich, and the latter 


promised to make a study of this first truly international 


F'uropean power project. 


“INTERALPEN'’ NEGOTIATIONS TO BE CONTINUED IN 
MUNICH. According to the latest reports from Vienna, nego- 
tiations on the Interalpen project will be continued shortly in 
Munich. It is expected that a draft agreement will be drawn 


ip at this time for the planned International Electric Company. 


BIG AUSTRIAN POWER PLANTS ALREADY SUPPLYING 
NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES. While tiie ‘‘Interalpen Plan’’ 
provides for the development of Austria’s water-power re- 
sources on a multilateral basis, in recent years a number of 
very important power plants have already been constructed 
n rivers along Austria’s borders. These projects have been 
urried out in close collaboration with the neighboring coun- 
try concerned and the plants in question are already supply- 
power to industrial centers in these countries. The 
international exploitation of Austrian water 
wer has proved to be completely feasible in the case of 


principle of 


the said plants. 


Among the power plants set up on a multilateral basis 
ire the following: 

The Ill Works in Vorarlberg, built back in 1922 with Aus- 
trian, German and Swiss capital to exploit the natural water 
resources in the drainage area of the Ill River. The power 
currently produced by the Ill Works is 350,000 KW and the 
energy figure for 1954 is expected to reach approximately one 
million KWH, some 85% of which are for export to Western 
iermany. The company is presently working on still another 
big project, a plant on the Luenersee which is to be expanded 
into a large reservoir capable of holding 76 million cubic 
meters of water. There is also to be an affiliated 220,000- 


KW power plant with an annual energy rate of 210 million 
KWH, which output is also earmarked for export. 

The 96,000-KW power plant built at Braunau-am-Inn by 
the Oesterreichisch-Bayrische Kraftwerks A.G. (Austro- 
Bavarian Power Plant Corporation), a joint Austrian- Bavarian 
venture established in 1950, has an annual capacity of 513 
million KWH. Its power output will be supplied to Austria 
and Western Germany in equal proportions. 

With a view to exploiting the 21-kilometer stretch of the 
Danube serving as part of the border between Austria and 
Germany, an agreement was reached between the Austrian 
and West German Governments in 1952 for the purpose of 
building a joint power plant. The Donaukraftwerke Jochen - 
stein A.G. (The Jochenstein Danube Power Plant Corpora- 
tion) which was set up to implement the agreement is now 
constructing the 140,000-KW Jochenstein Power Plant which 
will produce 900 million KWH in electrical energy. 

The Oesterreichische Drau-Kraftwerke A.G. (The Austrian 
Drava Power Plant Corporation) in Klagenfurt has just com- 
pleted a big reservoir at Reisseck-Kreuzeck which, together 
with its power plant, will represent a power aggregate of 
132,000 KW and an energy capacity of 348 million KWH. The 
financing of this project was guaranteed in part by the World 
Bank under an arrangement whereby Austria received Italian 
currency through the Bank and, in return, concluded a 25-year 
power agreement with Italy. This country will obtain its 
power directly from Reisseck via an overland line which has 
already been constructed. 

In addition to these four plants exporting power abroad 
on a large scale, considerable quantities of Austrian elec- 
tric power are also supplied to Yugoslavia by Styrian and 
Carinthian power plants. Likewise, part of the power pro- 
duced in the Tyrol is already being supplied to Italy and 
Germany over central transmission lines. 


TAUERN POWER PLANTS FORM FOUNDATION OF AUS- 
TRIAN ELECTRIC POWER SYSTEM. At the present time, 
the Tauern Power Stations, known mainly from the name of 
Kaprun where they are located, represent the biggest electric 
power center in Austria. The construction of the Limberg dam 
in September 1951 meant completion of the Tauern project 
sublevel. The dam in question is one of the biggest projects 
of its kind in Europe. One hundred and twenty feet high, 
460,000 cubic meters of concrete went into its construction 
(See picture on page 1). The upper level of the Tauern Works 
is expected to be completed in 1955 with the construction of 
a reservoir at Moserboden and a power plant at Limberg. The 
maximum power of the entire installation will be 312,000 KW 
and its annual output in a normal year will total 600 million 
KWH. By means of pumping operations it will be possible to 
produce an additional 200 million KWH of valuable peak cur- 
rent. To carry on such pumping operations, the Tauern Works 
are to be equipped with the biggest reservoir pumps in the 
world. The first of the two pumps planned, now being con- 
structed by the Andritz Machine Works, is intended for the 
Limberg reservoir. The pump, which is equipped with 7-ft. 
power wheels, is expected to have a maximum capacity of 
83,000 HP and an output of 3,700 gallons per second. The 
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Tauern Works reservoirs are connected by an 11.6-km moun- 
tain tunnel. In this manner, the Moserboden reservoir (ca- 
pacity: 86 million cubic meters), which is the second large 
Tauern Works reservoir, will be connected with the Marge- 
ritze reservoir on the Grossglockner, which itself has a ca- 
pacity of 4 million cubic meters. The Wasserfallboden re- 
servoir, the fourth of the group, will also have a capacity of 
86 million cubic meters. With these huge installations, all of 
which are approximately 2,000 meters above sea-level, the 
Tauern Power Stations are one of the largest electric power 
installations in Europe. The power which they produce will 
account for a considerable part of Austria’s power exports to 
neighboring countries. Construction of the plants was fi- 
nanced to a large extent by American ERP counterpart funds 
which made the project possible at all. 


THE ENNS, DRAVA AND ACHENSEE POWER-PLANT 
GROUPS. In addition to the big hydroelectric power plants 
already mentioned, a considerable number of smaller and me- 
dium-sized plants have been constructed along Austrianrivers 
and lakes whose water-power resources can be exploited. 
Among these projects, which have made a substantial con- 
tribution to Austrian power production and thus to the export 
of electric power, are the following: the 165,000 KW Rose- 
nau Power Plant of the Ennskraftwerke A.G., with an energy 
capacity of 810 million KWH, which forms a link in the Enns 
River network represented by the Muehlrading, Staning, Tern- 
berg and Grossraming power stations; the hydroelectric and 


thermoelectric plants of the Oesterreichische Draukraftwerke 
A.G. in Klagenfurt with a total combined capacity of 220,000 
KW, including the newly constructed, 67,000 KW St. Andrae 
power plant, the Lavamuend and Schwabeg plants with a to- 
tal power of 82000 KWand the Reisseck-Kreutzeck and Voits- 
berg plants, already mentioned in another connection; 
plants of the Tiroler Wasserkrafts-Werke, A.G., including the 
important 72,000 KW Achensee station and the Prutz-Imst 
station now under construction; the power plant at Hieflau 
an der Enns which is now being constructed by the Steirische 
Wasserkraftwerke A.G. 


CONSTRUCTION OF NEW DANUBE POWER PLANT TO 


START IMMEDIATELY. The Danube, Austria’s principa! 
river, still offers undreamed-of opportunities for water-power 
generation. The largest of all Danube power plants thus far 
is that which is to be constructed at Ybbs-Persenbeug by 
the newly established Donaukraftwerke A.G. Plans for the 
project have already been worked out to the last detail and 
preliminary work has been completed. It is expected that 
construction of the power plant itself will start this fall 
The power of the Ybbs-Persenbeug station will be approxi- 
mately 153,000 KW and the annual production of energy wil! 
total approximately 995 million KWH. Ybbs-Persenbeug wil! 
be one of the biggest power projects ever undertaken in Aus- 
tria. It is expected that this plant, too, will be in a position 
to export some of its output. 
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